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Landmark Cinemas Sees Success Amid
Continued Cross-Canada Expansion 
October 29, 2019
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By Mario Toneguzzi

Calgary-based Landmark Cinemas, which has been operating for 52 years, 
continues to expand its operations across the country with its recent opening in 
Regina and two more theatre sites under construction.

“We have 45 locations (in Canada) with two 
more under construction,” said Bill Walker, 
CEO of Landmark. “We don’t have a particular 
number in mind (for future expansion). It’s 
more just continuing to look at new 
opportunities where the population is growing 
and we think they’re under serviced from a 
theatre perspective. 

“So we don’t have growth as the objective. We 
more just kind of have strategic opportunities 
as they arise. We’re seeing one or two a year that I think will be interesting.”
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The company is hoping for a Christmas opening at CF Market Mall in Calgary. The 
other location currently under construction is at The Grove on 17 in the Tamarack 
area of southeast Edmonton. 

“We’ve been in Western Canada for a long, 
long time. It’s really just in the last kind of six 
years that we’ve expanded and gotten a much 
broader footprint but Landmark was 
originally founded in Edmonton back in 1965 
and moved down to Calgary at some point in 
its evolution,” said Walker.

The most recent opening for the company was 
Forster Harvard Development Corp’s Aurora, 
Regina’s newest regional retail site located at 
Victoria Avenue East and the new TransCanada Highway Bypass.

“As the second largest player (to Cineplex) but a really distant second, it creates 
some interesting geographic opportunities for us where there’s places that might 
not be attractive to the bigger competitor in Cineplex, they’re quite attractive to 
Landmark,” said Walker.
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“So we’re trying to look at where there’s a 
growing population and where we believe 
there’s an under-serviced movie-going 
population that we can strategically position 
ourselves and so the new one we built in 
February of last year was up in St. Albert 
(Alberta) where it was an area where that 
population had grown to up to 80,000 people 
and there was no theatre in that community 
which is quite remarkable when you think 
about it. We were able to target that and get a deal done in St. Albert as our first 
new build in quite a while.”

Walker said there’s a broad range of demographics that still go to the movies. 

“It really is content based. For us families and younger populations with a little bit 
of higher household income is obviously our target but generally speaking in the 
type of real estate we draw from and the vast areas that we draw from we’re going 
to end up with all demographics being part of our mix,” he said. 

Retailers in Canada that
Stock Magazines Become
Destinations
Magazines still play an important role in 
the retail experience. Consumers who 
discover new magazines are enticed to 
make vital impulse purchases, and 
retailers can use magazines to attract 
shoppers into their stores.
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“Everything we’ve built with our own control has been eight screens and the real 
differentiator Landmark has brought to the market is recliner seating. So we were 
the first one in Canada to lead in on recliner seating starting in Ontario before 
going West. That’s really been transformative both for the customer and for 
Landmark. In those prototypes we’re building eight screens. All reserve seating - 
880 recliner seats. Every auditorium has fantastic sounds, image and just a 
modernized experience with a whole lot more personal space that those recliners 
bring.”

The company has 10 theatres in Ontario, five in Manitoba, three in Saskatchewan, 
with the rest in Alberta and British Columbia.

The typical size of the new theatres is about 36,000 square feet.

Walker said people these days have access to more content and more ways to 
consume that content.
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“The one universal norm that we really believe in is that there is value that’s 
created and there is something about that shared experience of getting out of the 
house and doing something that frankly watching a movie at home or watching a 
movie on your iPad just doesn’t deliver,” said Walker.

“I challenge you to watch a two and a half 
hour movie on your iPad without checking 
your phone or going to the bathroom or going 
to do something. There’s something that 
really is an escape of immersing in that story 
and there’s nothing else you’re focused on for 
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an hour and a half to three hours. That you’re 
just focused on that story that’s in front of 
you.

“As long as consumers are still social beings that do want to get out and have those 
shared experiences, I think the theatre business has a place in our society for a 
long time to come.”
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Package-Free Retailer
‘bare market’ opens 1st
Permanent Toronto
Location Amid
Expansion [Photos]
It’s the city’s one-stop shop for 
package-free goods, offering 
affordable and locally sourced 
body and home care products in 
bulk, as well as food items and 
fresh groceries.

Best Buy Canada
Continues Experience
Store Concept
Expansion
The electronics giant revealed its 
first newly built store in five 
years as the company continues 
to roll out its experiential retail 
format, with more than 40 
locations now open.

Stadium Yards
Development to
Transform Northeast
Edmonton Area
A major developer plans to 
develop a site next to 
Commonwealth Stadium and the 
Stadium LRT Station and is 
hosting a competition for brands 
interested in joining the project.
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